6 March, 2026

NEWSLETTER S5
ST BRENDAN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

We gather on Gunaikurnai Country. We pay our respects to their

Elders; past, present and emerging. We also acknowledge the ongoing Enn

living culture and connection to Country of all First Peoples.

Please be aware that PAM is now fully functional. PAM is our main and preferred
source of communication with families. Please use this resource to correspond
with the office in regards to absences.

Please ensure that after school arrangements are organised with your child at the
beginning of the day. If for some reason your circumstances change, please
provide notice to the office before 12.00pm.
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. N P e - SRS W We are pleased to welcome back the performing arts program with Kinect2Dance on
e e 2 Monday, 23 March - Friday 27 March. We had a terrific time last year with Kyle from
Kinect2dance and the feedback was overwhelmingly positive. In school hours, over
the course of the week, students will dive into movement, music and teamwork in a
fun and engaging way. Their journey will culminate in an exciting school disco, giving
students a chance to dance, have fun, and enjoy the community spirit,

We would appreciate a few parent helpers on the afternoon of the disco, please
indicate on the permission slip below if you are able to assist. Parent helpers must
have a current Working With Children Card.
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HILDREN CHECK ORIA|

www.lakesent.catholic.edu.au
40 Golf Links Road,

Lakes Entrance, VIC, 3909

03 5155 2712

8 principal@lakesent.catholic.edu.au
Internet Banking : BSB 083 879 A/C 695096861 Account Name: St Brendan’s School



Dear Families and Friends,

Remarkably, another week passes us by, and we have arrived at the March long weekend. Our senior classes
are settling in after swimming lessons, and our junior years are accelerating through the morning'’s literacy
and numeracy sessions. We are amazed at what our new foundation students have already achieved. It is a
real credit to our accomplished teaching team.

NAPLAN kicks off next week for our students in years three and five. Parents, we have prepared the students
by developing their stamina for tests and by exposing them to the language of the questions. You can assist
by ensuring your child gets a good night’s rest, that they have a healthy breakfast and they are not getting too
much screen time at night. Tests will take place on the following dates along with any catch up sessions that
might be required.

NAPLAN Schedule: March 11 Writing — March 12 Reading — March 13 Language Conventions - March 16
Numeracy

Vitamins and minerals: the basics - https://raisingchildren.net.au/pre-teens/healthy-lifestyle ’
Your child needs a lot of essential vitamins and minerals for growth, development and good health. These
include:

e vitamins A, B, C, D, E, K and folate
* minerals like calcium, iodine, iron and zinc.

The best way for your child to get enough vitamins and minerals is by eating a wide variety of foods from
the 5 healthy food groups:

e vegetables and legumes

<>
e fruit p’/ p ,8) O
e cereals and grain foods fl :
e foods with protein, including meat and meat alternatives “;/ -
2.
Most vitamins, minerals and other nutrients are absorbed better when they come from food, rather than
from vitamin and mineral supplements.

e dairy or dairy alternatives.

Congratulations to our swimming team who competed at the Division Swimming Finals on Monday. The team
was exceptionally well behaved and supported one another just as we would have wanted.

Our year six student leaders got the year off to a tremendous start at our first assembly last week. We were
brimming with pride to see the confidence they showed when presenting to such a large audience. Next week,
we have our second assembly along with the Year Six Red item. Please join us.

St Brendan’s will do our part for Clean Up Australia day this afternoon as we clean up the Lake Entrance

foreshore and our grounds. If you have a current Waorking With Children Card you are welcome to join us from
2.30pm

Kind regards, WORKING WITH ¥
Matthew Hamer @ [ CHILDREN CHECK "{[*TORIA
_lean vJ YAy

v




Up Coming Events
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Year 3 camp - Karoonda Year 4 camp - Karoonda Year 4 camp - Karoonda PN
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Mar 30 Mar 31 Apr1 Apr2 Apr3
9.00am Easter Egg Wrapping 9.10am GHC Assembly - G
9.10am Foundation Prayer Year 6 Blue qu
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Week 1 - Monday 20™ April - 9.00am Term 2 commences
TERM 2  week7- Friday 5™ June - Student Free Day
Week 8 - Monday 8" June - King’s Birthday Holiday

“YOURE ‘NVITED T0 i
BT BRENDAN'S P B
BAINT PATRICK'S ot S oty O s

Fri 13th Mar: St Brendan’s Lakes Entrance 9.30 am

Sat 14th Mar: St Brendan’s Lakes Entrance 9.30 am

WHOLE V&CHOOL ?RAYER Stdosephs  Swan Reach 500 pm
Sun 15th Mar: St Brendan’s Lakes Entrance 9.00 am

St. Colman’s Orbost 11.00 am

Date: Tuesday, March 17th

EXPOSITION AND BENEDICTION:  After Friday 9.30 am Mass.

i 5y : ST BRENDAN’S CHURCH, LAKES ENTRANCE will b for:
Tlme' gloam * PRIVATE PRAYER from 9am - 4pm Daily S ARRReIEN
) \ "
. EXPOSITION AND BENEDICTION: : ;
\* Where: St Brendan’s Church ) Expas St arendan's: Ater 930 amHass o
L ; Before Mass at Lakes Entrance, Swan Reach & Orbost or by

arrangement.
ST. BRENDAN'S - ROSARY: 1st Saturday of the month 8.45am before Mass.

All Welcome! Next Rosary Morning 7th March 2026

VISITATIONS: Please contact the Parish Office to request a home visit or to
raise any other concerns in confidence. ph: 5155 5232 / 0468 840 349 or
email stbrendan@bigpond.com

MORNING TEA Morning tea Sunday 8th March after Mass in Hobby Room.

PARISHES IN PARTNERSHIP
WEEKLY MASSES & LITURGY TIMES




On the 2nd of March, 26 students made it through from St
Brendan'’s to division swimming. We took the bus from the
school to Sale swimming pool at 8:30am. When we got there it
was raining, like a lot! When it started everyone was locked
and ready to go when they saw the competition.

St Brendan'’s did really well that day considering the talent
from the other schools! So far from St Brendan’s no one has
made it through, although we had many amazing results with
students getting 2nd, 3rd and even 4th in their races. Some
students are waiting to see if they move on to regionals, as
times may allow them to progress. We are waiting for the
organizers to say if lvy O’'Donnell (Butterfly), August Neal
(Freestyle), the U12 boys relay team and the U10 boys rela
team have made it through, fingers crossed for those p
Thank you to Mrs Neal, Mrs Morrison and Mrs Kenny fo
us! We all had a great time!

Written by lvy O’'Donnell & Indie Whelan




FIRST
ASSEMBLY

On the 27th of February we had our first assembly of 2026! During this
assembly we had the presentation of the year six leadership badges, the
swimming carnival winning house and lots of entertainment by our year 6s.
We asked some of our captains how it felt running our first assembly for

2026.

Evie McMeeken (Yellow House Captain): | liked presenting year 1/2 merit
certificates and the whole experience.

Jaxon Crawley (Red House Captain): | liked getting to do the class of the
week with Shep and all the others. It was really fun.

Winter Thomas (Female School Captain): | loved getting the badges and

St Brendan’s Swimming presenting the school captain awards.

Carnival Champions

YELLOW HOUSE Written by Isla Strong and Tahlia Woodward




CARITAS AUSTRALIA

PROJECT
COMPASSION

Unite Against Poverty this Lent i | PROJEERS

This Lent, we are proud to support Caritas Australia’s Project Compassion and to stand in
solidarity with school communities across the world who have their education disrupted by
the daily struggle for clean, safe water.

This week, we’re introduced to Sisilia, a 13-year-old girl from Tanzania. Sisilia supported her
mother by walking long distances three times a day to fetch water. The water was unsafe,
causing frequentillness, and the long walks left Sisilia exhausted and struggling to focus on
her studies.

Thanks to Project Compassion and the support of schools like ours, Sisilia’s school and
village now have safe clean water taps. This means it takes Sisilia just two minutes to collect
water, giving her more time to learn so she can fulfil her dreams of one day becoming a pilot.

“I'd like to fly to different countries and pass through the sky.” — said Sisilia. “Also, | want to
help my family live a better life. If | can study without spending so much time fetching water,

| know | can achieve my dream.”

You can support Project Compassion 2026 through the donation boxes in the classrooms.

LAST WEEK ZANDER AND | REMY AND | ARE S0
&E":‘Trﬁ’owﬁ:" 3#‘.‘1%?.!3 GRATEFUL FOR THE MONEY
THAT YOU HAVE DONATED
PEOPLE HAVE DONATED AND THE PEOPLE THAT
S
BE EXTREMELY HAPPY FOR
IT ADDEDITUP TO A ALL OF YOUR KIND
A O DONATIONS. THE CURRENT
ALREADY MADE $53.20" TOTAL IS $53.20 AFTER
WELL DONE TO EVERYONE THE FIRST WEEK. PLEASE
WHO DONATED! GIVE A LITTLE EACH
PLEASE TRY TO GIVE A BIT WEEK
MORE WHEN YOU CAN. ‘ .
L — P,
= ~ WRITTEN BY ZANDER
WRITTEN BY REMY = =
ALBERT » };ﬁ = MOWELL
IS = =

Current total donated: $53.20



A SPECIAL REPORT: Discussing War & Conflict

Children are frequently exposed to distressing news through the 24-hour news
cycle and social media. These experiences can provoke anxiety, especially in
young minds still forming their worldviews. Parents and caregivers should be
mindful of overexposure to such content as it can lead to symptoms similar to
post-traumatic stress disorder. Children's responses to trauma can vary, from
being strong emotional reactions to being indifferent. It can leave an emotional
imprint that can affect a child's behaviour and perception of danger.

Children need reassurance about their safety as they navigate uncertain times.
Tailor conversations to your child's age and emotional maturity. Younger
children benefit from simplified explanations focusing on peace, empathy, and
cooperation, whilst older children can delve into historical events, root causes of
conflict, and the complexities of international relations.

Before discussing these topics with your child, it is also important to assess your
own emotions and comfort level. By staying calm and providing physical comfort
will help your child regulate their own emotions. In challenging times,
compassionate adults play a crucial role in helping children cope with anxiety
and providing hope and understanding in our complex world.

This Special Report provides guidance on how to tackle this difficult topic and
helping children understand there is still hope in our complex world.

We hope you take time to reflect on the information offered in this Special
Report, and as always, we welcome your feedback.

If you do have any concerns about the wellbeing of your child, please contact
the school for further information or seek medical or professional help.

Here is the link to your special report:
https://lakesent.catholic.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-
discussing-war-conflict

SPECIAL REPORT

Discussing
War & Conflict

TV
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Department
swoun" ‘ of Education
Government.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

INFORMATION FOR FAMILIES

Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist beyond the
classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student will miss out on the
opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun activities. It is part of making
Victoria the Education State and the Government’s commitment to breaking the link between a

student’s financial circumstances and their outcomes.

CAMPS, SPORTS and EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)

School camps provide children with inspiring
experiences in the great outdoors. Excursions
encourage a deeper understanding of how the world
works while sports teach teamwork, discipline and
leadership. All are a part of a healthy curriculum.

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to
assist eligible families to cover the costs of school
excursions, camps and sporting activities.

If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or
support an out of home care student you may be
eligible for CSEF. A special consideration category
also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families.
The allowance is paid directly to the school to use

HOW TO APPLY

New applicants should contact the school
office to obtain a CSEF application form or
download from the website below.

If you applied for CSEF at your child's school
last year, you do not need to complete an
application form this year unless there has
been a change in your family circumstances.

You only need to complete an application
form if any of the following changes have

towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or occurred:

sporting activities for the benefit of your child.

e new student enrolments: your child has
started or changed schoals this year.

The annual CSEF amount per student is $400 for all

school students. e changed family circumstances: such

as a change of custody, change of hame,
concession card number, or new siblings
commencing this year.

Check with the school office if you are unsure.

MORE INFORMATION

For more information about CSEF visit:

https:/fiwww.vic.qov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund

- Do you have a current health
care/pension card?

- Did you know you can get a
discount on school fees?

- Please contact the school office
for more information.

N




Holy Week & Easter Services & Mass Times

ST BRENDAN’S LAKES ENTRANCE & ST COLMAN’S ORBOST

St Brendan’s, Lakes Entrance - St Joseph’s, Swan Reach.

Lenten Reconciliation - Wed 1st April St Brendan’s Lakes Entrance 6 Pm.
Mass of the Last Supper - Thurs 2nd April St Brendan's Lakes Entrance 6 pm

Good Friday -
Stations of the Cross - Fri 3rd April St Brendan’s Lakes Entrance 10 am.
The Passion of the Lord - Frid 3rd April St Brendan’s Lakes Entrance 3 pm.

Easter Saturday -
Vigil Mass - Sat 4th April - St Brendan’s - Lakes Entrance - 7 pm

Easter Sunday- Sun 5th April - St Joseph’s - Swan Reach - 11 am

Viethamese Mass- Sun 5th April - St Joseph’s - Swan Reach - 3 pm

St Colman’s Orbost

Lenten Reconciliation - Wed 1st April - St Colman’s Orbost—9.30 am
Holy Thursday -Thurs 2nd April St Colman’s 6pm.

Good Friday— 3rd April The Passion of the Lord at 3 pm.
Easter Sunday - Sun 5th April - St Colman’s, Orbost - 11 am.
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Nagle Catholic College is an active and proud faith-led learning community that
provides a rich holistic education to the young people of East Gippsland.

DISCOVER NAGLE

YEAR 7 INFORMATION EVENING

We welcome you and your family to discover firsthand
what makes our College community so special - from
our welcoming learning spaces to the natural beauty
that surrounds us.

There are 3 information sessions, followed
by the opportunity to explore our our campus:

Wednesday 25 March
4.00pm, 4.45pm & 5.30pm

Sessions are limited.
Bookings essential.

SCAN HERE
¢ K

ENROLMENTS ARE NOW OPEN

YEAR 7 2027

Enrolment Applications are now
open for families seeking to join the
Nagle Catholic College community
for Year 7 in 2027.

To assist with timely processing,
please ensure required documents

[RMEAMISEENS are provided at time of application.

APPLICATIONS CLOSE FRIDAY 18 MAY 2026

For further information, visit our website: www.nagle.vic.edu.au


https://www.nagle.vic.edu.au/enrolment

Uniform
Reminders

Kindergarten and
n childcare places
now available!

Looking for a gentle, supportive
kindergarten or childcare setting in Lakes
Entrance where your child is known,
listened to and cared for?

Our programs include:

» Calm, spacious learning environments
with plenty of room to move, explore
and grow

* Outdoor and sensory play, including
water, music, movement and hands-
on discovery

* Coastal Kinder, Nature Kinder and
regular local outings.

We welcome enquiries and are happy to
give tours, discuss programs or answer
any questions you might have.

. 5155 3946

& childrenscentre@glch.org.au

9 GLCH Children's Centre: 45 Coates Road.
Gippsland Lakes Early Learning Centre: 44
Carpenter Street.

)

Jewellery is restricted to the following - a wrist
watch, no more than one small plain matching
pair of studs or sleepers in the ear lobe - gold,
silver or gemstone, a religious medallion on a
chain to be worn under clothing. Fashion
jewellery, make-up and nail polish are not
permitted.

Hair is to be kept neat and tidy at all times. Hair
longer than collar length, must be tied back
completely. This is to help restrict the spread of
nits and lice and for student safety. Headband,
hair ties, ribbons, scrunchies and clips must be
blue, black or brown.

It is not appropriate for children to come to school
with dyed or inappropriate hair styles as deemed

by the Principal.

LAKES ENTRANCE

PRIMARY SCHOOL COUNCIL

Before &
After
School
care’

Our OSHC is the ideal setting for
students to explore new interests or
establish lasting friendships, while
also having a great time together!

® Homework Assistance
® Creative Art & Crafts

® Exciting Group Activities (03) 51551812

® Snacks & Refreshments
Provided

oshc.lakes.entrance.ps@
education.vic.gov.au
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Junior footy
Training is starting?

Wednesday 4" March

U11lsTraining- 4.30pm
U13s training - 5pm
U15s Training - 5pm

U 13s coach -Brett Campisi

U15s coach - Gerard Kennedy
Ulls-TBA

Registrations are open!

EGJFA DATES OF BIRTH FOR U1l AGE GROUPS
Ulls - start date01/01/2015 end date 31/12/2016
U11 has to turn 10years old this year to register 2@2@

All Abilities Netball

Enjoy netball in @ fun, friendly environment where you will learn new skills, stay
active and enjoy being part of a team built on belonging and inclusion.

Date: Thursday 26/02/2026- Thursday 28/05/2026
Excluding School Holidays

"
<

Location: WORLD Precinct- 99 Wallace Street, Bairnsdale

Time: 4.00pm-5.00pm

Lakes Entrance e
Netball Association

Net Set Go
Mondays 4-5pm

" Under 13s & Under 11
Mondays 5-6pm

Registrations: =
https://registration.netballconnect.com/login &

. PLAYERS WANTED -Join Lakes
Entrance Netball! @

We’re on the lookout for new players
to join the Lakes Entrance Netball
Association this season!

Whether your child is just starting out
or ready to build their skills and
confidence on court, we have a spot
waiting for them =

Net Set Go
Mondays 4-5pm

Under 11s & Under 13s
Mondays 5-6pm

It’s all about fun, teamwork, fitness
and building friendshipsin a
supportive local environment.

Spots are filling — don’t miss out!

- Register now via Netball Connect:
https://registration.netballconnect.co
m/login




LAKES ENTRANCE j Cj -

LITTLE ATHLETICS

R A F F L E ! Understanding bt

Support Our Club Anxiety and
] Depression to

Major Prizes

1st - Peels cruise 2x Adults & FOSter ReSIIIence
3 Children $150

2nd - Yoga with Kristina 10 ! : PART | c "
=ossions $150 . ' ; = Supporting Primary m ?H
3rd - Venture Out 2x Kids = [? et

& Secondary students -
Adventure sessions $98 Dr Joe Stammeijer

Minor Prizes
4th - Wyanga Winery $50 Voucher and bottle of wine
5th - SeaShanty $50 Voucher
6th - Bass Strait Bait & Tackle - Mad Keen metal dirnnk bottle & I this session, topics include
kids po|ari5ed sunglasses * Understanding Anxiety and Depression
7th - Fulton Butchers $40 Voucher * Racognising Early Sions
8th - Lakes Books & Games Gift Pack
9th - Kids Bike kit gift pack & mini golf voucher Suitable for: Pa

+ Supporting Neurodivergent Children

Tickets sold at weekly Friday meet and participating stores Duration: 45
Prize Winners Will Be Announced on 28 March 2026

Ticket Prices: $2 each or 3 for $5 i dr : -
CASH ONLY 18 March. 2026 '
, % 18 March, 2026 &

7.30 pm
The z oNSORED
e &P g
school : Wops SRR
Photographer. AR ™ gns
) '
?X\‘v 2
o“
<
o \\ = \ ‘/ illy
,‘; i
You still have time to
place your order! 14 th Mal‘ch 2026
Open 9am to 4pm at the
Great Lakes Air Field Colquhoun Rd
Lakes Entrance
Entry $5 - Per Person or $10 Per Vehicle

TRUCKS CONVOY FROM TRARALGON & ORBOST TO LAKES ENTRANCE
Trucks Expected to arrive at 11am
Truck Entry Is Free
TO AVOID A LATE ORDER ADMINISTRATION FEE HEAD TO OUR CONVOY START TIME TRARALGON 7:30AM & - ORBOST 9AM

WEBSITE TO VIEW OUR PACKAGES AND TO PLACE YOUR ORDER
All Trucks Welcome - Show ‘N’ Shine - Charity Auction

St Brendan's Cathollc Primary: Sehool Food Trucks - Merchandise Stalls - Family Fun Day - Truckn With Tim

VISIT OUR WEBSITE & ENTER THIS CODE

A2Z9E6SE ALL PROCEEDS DONATED T0 CAMP QUALITY & ANGEL FLIGHT

This Event Is Alcohol Free.

theschoolphotographer.com.au CONTACT DETAILS/ Chelsea: 0455 531 991  Chris: 0418 804 508
Email: egconvoyforkids@gmail.com / Facebook East Gippsland Convoy For Kids




Providing Value to Families

Book Club

7
W
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SCOLASTIC Book Clu

500D CLEAN FUN ANYBUDDY CAN PLAY

PLAY.AFL/AUSKICK PLAY.AFL/SUPERKICK

LAKES ENTRANGE AUSKICK CENTRE j  LAKES ENTRANCE SUPERKICK

LAKES ENTRANCE RECREATION RESERVE E Lo LAKES ENTRANCE RECREATION RESERVE
FRIDAYS | 5:00PM-6.00PM  ¥ig's FRIDAYS | 5.00PM - 6.00PM

Starting Friday 24" April 2026 . Starting Friday 24 April 2026
=

Registrations are now open. Go to https://www.playhq.com/afl/register/94a5b4 or scan the QR
Code

Starting Friday 24th April - Wednesday June 10th 2026 5-6pm @ Lakes Entrance Recreation
Reserve (Footy & Cricket Grounds)

This Auskick Centres total price is $91.

Please note FINAL SESSION WILL BE WEDNESDAY 10TH JUNE 2026, NOT FRIDAY......

Please read through Auskick Terms of Participation before signing up, available here
https://play.afl/play/auskick/terms, which includes our refund policy.

Don’t forget that you can use your valid ‘Get Active Kids’ Voucher via the “Payment & Summary”
page. Be sure to enter voucher via the ‘Government Vouchers’ section and hit apply.

Note: Refunds are not possible where vouchers have not been submitted successfully.




+ 27 MARCH 2026+ 3 S
Friday, 27th March 2026

St Brendan’s Primary School
Mary MacKillop Basketball Centre

| * $15 per person & S80 for a table of 6 % '

Be there at 6pm for a 6.30pm start

Raising funds to support local community pro,ects
bushfire-affected communities in Victoria.

Supper provided by Rotary. BYO snacks and drin

- -« RSVP BY 13 MARCH »
. % ®) Contact Lesley: 0419 871197 or Victoria: 0404 747 269 7o

An invitation from President Bernard Abrecht and

the members of the Rotary Club of Lakes Entrance

x7 -l
INATDS -
WWW.EGT mmMAU f‘g
\ s‘ ¥

First session FREE

Ages 6+ welcome!

Tues & Thurs

5:30PM - 7:00PM
St Brendan's
Primary School Hall

egtkd.com.au
egtkd@gmail.com

Parents and carers are required to update your
child’s medical information via PAM every year
their child attends our school. The information
you include on these forms will allow us to
maintain our records and put in place any plans
to assist in managing their medical conditions.
Information about students’ medical conditions
are recorded to ensure we are able offer the
relevant care while they are at school. It is
important to inform the school of any changes to
your child's medical information and or needs as
soon as possible so we can maintain accurate
and up-to-date records.

Parents or cares of students diagnosed with
Asthma, Allergy, Anaphylaxis, Diabetes and
Epilepsy must also provide a personalised
condition specific action plan completed and
signed by their doctor. Action plans must be
updated each year.

SWAN REACH HOCKEY CLUB

FIRST SESSION IS FREE!  ALL EQUIPMENT PROVIDED!
Mondays 4.30-5.30pm from Feb 16 2026

WORLD Hockey Fields, 101 Wallace St, Bairnsdale

For more info: swanreachhockeyclub@hotmail.com
or contact Sarah 0439 312 962
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