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    July 4, 2025 

We gather on Gunaikurnai Country. We pay our respects to their Elders; past, present and emerging.    
We also acknowledge the ongoing living culture and connection to Country of all First Peoples.    



  Up Coming Events 

  Term 2 

JUNE 2025 JULY 2025  

Week 11 Friday 4th 2.15pm Term 2 Ends 

  Term 3 

Week 1 Monday 21st 9.00am Term 3 commences 

 Thursday 24th State Cross Country 

Week 2 AUGUST 2025  

 Friday 1st 2.30pm Assembly—School Captains 

 Sunday 3rd Confirmation Commitment Mass 

Week 3 Monday 4th Year 5 Sovereign Hill Camp 

 Tuesday 5th Year 5 Sovereign Hill Camp 
Australian Maths Competition 

 Wednesday 6th Year 5 Sovereign Hill Camp 

 Thursday 7th   Curriculum Days - Student Free Days 
3.30pm Confirmation Parent/Child Workshop 

 Friday 8th Curriculum Days - Student Free Days 

Week 4 Monday 11th 9.10am Whole School Prayer: Mary Makillop 

 Thursday 14th Eastern District Athletics 

 Friday 15th 9.10am Year 3 & 3/4 Mass 
2.30pm Assembly: Year 5 Blue 

End Semester 1, 2025     
reports.  

Parents can access the   
reports via PAM.  In PAM, 
select your child, from the Profile 
Menu select Assessment                      
Reports, Select report to  download. 



 

 

Dear Families and Friends, 

Eleven weeks is a relatively long term, particularly for the middle of the year, but I am amazed at how it 

has flown by. A great deal has been achieved in this time including year three, four and six camps, cross 

country and athletics carnivals, Reconciliation week, First Holy Communion and much more. We are     

feeling on top of the world at the moment, our NAPLAN results are above the state average again, our   

students are complimented on their outstanding manners wherever they go and for the first time our     

Foundation classes are full for 2026 before the end of semester. We are in a healthy place thanks to our     

dedicated staff. 

This Thursday we said farewell to Jane Whelan who has done a magnificent job of leading 

our ‘Garden to Kitchen’ program for over four years. The students have loved their time with 

Jane and have learnt so many valuable life skills under her tuition. Not to mention the value 

of spending time with such a well-rounded and pastoral person. We are forever grateful for 

the time we have spent with Jane and wish her well as she enters retirement to spend more 

time in her new home and with her ever-growing family. 

Below is an excerpt from the Raising Children Network website. You will see a flyer advertised within this 

newsletter. The Network is an outstanding resource for parents, and I encourage you to take advantage of 

what it has to offer. 

 

Term Three is a little less busy, albeit short. We have our year five camp to Sovereign Hill and a couple of 

professional learning days for staff, but overall, it is a terrific opportunity to get through the curriculum.  

After a good drop of rain we now look forward to a bit of sunshine over the holiday break. Stay safe over 

the next two weeks and we look forward to seeing everybody returning, raring to go for Term Three.  

 

Kind Regards, 

Matthew Hamer  

 

Mindfulness: why it’s good for children, teenagers and parents: https://raisingchildren.net.au/ 
Mindfulness is focusing your complete attention on what’s happening right now. It’s also letting your 
thoughts and worries come and go without judgment. When you practise mindfulness, you’ll feel  
generally calmer, more focused and better able to concentrate. And in moments of stress, you’ll be 
able to pause, relax, see things more clearly and make better decisions. Overall, mindfulness can    
reduce stress and boost your wellbeing. 
 
When you encourage children and teenagers to be mindful, it can help them develop skills to deal 
with the stress of study, work and play as they get older. 
 
You can be mindful of your internal world – for example, how your breath makes your chest rise and 
fall. Or you can focus on what’s around you – for example, the sun on your skin, the smell of your 

coffee, or the sound of a bird. The more you practise mindfulness, the more benefit you’ll get. 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/pre-teens/mental-health-physical-health/pre-teens-practical-mental-health-wellbeing-strategies/mindfulness
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Foundation Red Navy Lee For being a kind and caring Foundation student who consistently completes her best work. 

  Zachary Rebeiro For consistently demonstrating an outstanding work ethic and a passion for learning. 
Foundation Blue Ayla Van Rensburg For exceptional growth in her reading, writing and mathematics. For her persistence and drive 

to always do her best. 

  Theodore Ivanczuk  For his exceptional effort everyday to learn his reading, writing and maths. He is always doing 
and being his best. 

1 Red Emily Smits For demonstrating the 3Rs consistently, in her dealings with others and in the way she works 
and behaves in class. 

 Lincoln Mallen For consistently doing his best in all areas and for following Jesus’ example in being selfless and 
showing great compassion for others. 

1 Blue Archie Avramidis For his fantastic growth in his addition and subtraction strategies. 

 Layla Clarke For demonstrating consistently high effort in all learning areas. 

2 Red Jarrah Connally For approaching learning a with a positive mindset while giving 100% effort and consistently 
demonstrating the 3Rs. 

  Fletcher Pollard For building positive relationships with his peers and teachers, working hard to regulate his 
emotions while continuing to improve his focus during learning. 

2 Blue Elki Thomas For your outstanding enthusiasm for learning, positive attitude towards every challenge and 
eagerness to go above and beyond. 

  Luca Fry For your unique perspectives and approaches to problems and tasks and giving your best at 
every opportunity. 

3/4Red Lucas Rickman For excellence in reading comprehension and being a kind classmate. 

  Jimmy Sheilds For working hard in school and at home to improve his reading. 

3 Blue Lucy Jarrett For always having a positive approach to learning tasks, taking on hard challenges, taking pride 
in her work and always showing the 3Rs. 

  Charlotte James For always displaying respect for self and respect to others in class. For always taking care and 
pride in your work. 

4/5 Red Jaxon Crawley For his personal growth and continued efforts to participate in class and be a great role model 
around school. 

  Ava Corrie For her ongoing enthusiasm for learning, she always strives to do her best and achieves high 
academic results. 

5 Blue Arlo Kenworthy-Smith For your persistent efforts to improve understanding and produce high quality work across all 
learning areas. 

  Winter Thomas For your consistent efforts to challenge your learning and always taking the extra steps in all 
your work. 

6 Red Sadie Williams For overcoming challenges with courage and determination. You generosity of spirit and care of 
others is a model for us all. Well done, Sadie! 

  Leon Alwyn For your growth this year in recognising the strengths of others in our school community and 
rising to the challenge of leadership! 

6 Blue Sunny Eiseman For demonstrating a strong work ethic by maintaining focus, completing tasks efficiently and 
responding positively to instructions. Well done! 

 Leanne Nguyen For your outstanding academic efforts, commitment to continuous improvements and growing 
confidence in connecting and sharing with your peers and teachers! 

Art Abbey Lawrence For her attention to detail and commitment to excellence when working on all art pieces. 

  Huxley Dickson For her attention to detail and commitment  to excellence in all her artworks. 

Sport Jimmy Shields For being an excellent listener during sports lessons and for having success in you physical    
development during skills practice and game time. 

  Eliza Turvey For having a bubbly and positive attitude during sports lessons, your enthusiasm is contagious 
and lifts the class spirit! 

Science Ella O’Rouke For always being willing to share her thoughts and knowledge in science lessons and for being 
an excellent role model for others. 

  Evie McMillan For consistently participating in class (science) discussions, displaying a depth and willingness to 
share this with others. 

Mandarin Shaaurya Sahay For accurately writing sentences for your Map Project outlining locations in Chinese. Your 
enthusiasm and consistent participation in all aspects of Mandarin learning is 

outstanding. Fēicháng hǎo 非常好 (extremely good).  

  Sadie Williams For your positive attitude towards learning and focus during Mandarin class. You consistently 
answer questions and demonstrate your Chinese vocabulary by creating new, complex 

sentences. Zuò dé hǎo 做得好 (well done).  

Health Dane Sztynda For your engagement and insightful contributions during out unit on celebrating uniqueness and 
belonging. 

 Lyla-J Ingram For the enthusiasm you demonstrate in all areas of Health learning.  
Deputy Principal Elise Mahony For demonstrating the 3Rs consistently and for being an outstanding role model for others. 

School   Captains Poppy Fitzgerald For consistently modelling the 3Rs, along with a positive attitude and strong school spirit in the 
classroom and in the year. You always take pride in the presentation of yourself and our school. 

Indigenous Ollie Cantrill For being active and engaging in all Indigenous sessions. 

Congratulations to the following students for receiving the Golden Honour Awards for Term 2, 2025 
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The Raising Healthy Minds app is a free, personalised, pocket resource to help parents and    
carers raise confident, resilient children. Co-designed with parents and experts and funded by the 
Australian Government, Raising Healthy Minds aims to support children’s social and emotional 
wellbeing with evidence-based information.   
  
You’ll find information on topics like dealing with worries and making friends, as well as ideas for 
day-to-day life, like creating family routines, looking after yourself as a parent, and building strong 
relationships.   
  
The app offers a mix of quick-read articles, videos and animations aimed at parents and carers of 
children aged 0-12 years. You can tailor information to the age of your child and opt-in to receive 
helpful tips.   
  
Raising Healthy Minds provides simple-to-use information at your fingertips with clear actions you 
can start today.   
  
Download from Google Play or the App Store or go to raisingchildren.net.au/rhm to learn more 

and raise a healthy mind     

http://www.raisingchildren.net.au/rhm


Register at:     https://forms.theresilienceproject.com.au/single-event-confirmation/?event_id=419222 

Thursday, 31 Jul 2025 6:30PM AEST  



 



St Brendan’s Op Shop has   
second hand school uniform  
available.  
St Brendan’s School uniform 
available $3.00 per item      
unless  otherwise marked.  
Open 10am-3pm  Tuesday,     
Wednesday & Thursday. 
 

When picking up and dropping off your child we ask all 
parents to observe the following procedures at St 
Brendan's CPS. 
 
Collecting Students from School Grounds – Child 
Safety As you would understand, child safety is the 
number one priority for schools. As circumstances 
evolve, we want to ensure we have the best possible 
practice in place. Please note the following                
requirements for collecting students at the end of the 
day. 
 
Collecting from the church gate –  
Students in years Foundation, One and Two will remain 
with their class teacher at the end of the day just      
outside their classroom. The church gates will be open 
at 3.15pm, at which time parents are required to enter 
the school grounds to collect their children from the 
class teachers. This action is in place to avoid           
situations where students leave the school grounds 
and run into the church gate car park area without an 
adult being present. 
  
Please use the appropriate car park entry and exit. 
Please do not drive across the footpath to enter or exit 
the car park. We have students and other pedestrians 
using the footpath.  
 
Collecting from the administration office 
Please enter the gates and collect your child from the 
junior classroom area or your child from years Three to 
Six may meet you just inside the gates. Students are 
not to leave the grounds and cross the car park area 
without an adult walking with them. 
If dropping students off in the morning, you must also 
walk them into school. Please do not use the disabled 
parking bay without permission to do so. 
 
Collecting from car line 
Typically, St Brendan’s staff are there to organise     
students into cars at the end of the day. If you wish to 
park and collect your child, please use the crosswalk 
and an adult must walk with their child/ren. Drop off at 
the beginning of the day should take place at the bus 
stop area. 
 
Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 
 
Regards, 

Matthew Hamer 

Principal 



Uniform Reminders 

 

JEWELLERY is restricted to the following - a wrist watch, no more than 

one small plain matching pair of studs or sleepers in the ear lobe - gold, silver or       

gemstone, a religious medallion on a chain to be worn under clothing.               

Fashion jewellery, make-up and nail polish are not permitted.   

 

HAIR is to be kept neat and tidy at all times.  Hair longer than collar length, 

must be tied back completely. This is to help restrict the spread of nits and 

lice and for student safety. Headband, hair ties, ribbons, scrunchies and 

clips must be blue, black or brown. 

It is not appropriate for children to come to school with dyed or                 

inappropriate hair styles as deemed by the Principal.   



 Don’t forget Lunch Orders 

are available on a Friday. 

Order must be in Thursday. 

Many Yummy options       

including honey chicken: 



SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAMS 








