
St Brendan’s Primary School 1581 
 

 40 Golf Links Road, Lakes Entrance 3909 
Ph: 03-51552712   Fax 03-51554565 

 

Website : www.lakesent.catholic.edu.au 
Email : principal@lakesent.catholic.edu.au 

  

 Internet Banking :  BSB 083 879    A/C 695096861    
Account Name :   St Brendan’s School 

We would like to acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land on which we gather today, the Gunaikurnai people.                                                             
We pay our respects to their elders past, present and emerging. We extend that respect to all people.  

We would especially like to acknowledge the land on which our school stands and ask everyone to show respect to the environment and all that it includes. 

Newsletter No 29 
    September 13, 2024 

Please come along and help at our Annual Working Bee.  
Many hands make light work.  

  
Working Bee  
Friday, 13 September 
Time: 3:15pm - 4:30pm 
 
Thank you to those who have already offered assistance. 

On Friday, 20 September we celebrate the end of term with our Big Picnic.  

The day begins with our Golden Honour Card Assembly at 9.10am in the Mary MacKillop Hall.  

At 10.30am the staff and students will walk down to the Footbridge Rotunda. While there we will have games 
and enjoy a lunch  together at 12.00pm. We leave from the park around 1.15pm to return to school.  Students 
will be in sports uniform. They should have a water bottle, hat, a packed lunch and snack. 

 

Please join us for the celebration. If you wish to take your child home from the rotunda, 

please notify your child’s classroom teacher so that they may mark the attendance roll. 

Please be aware that St Brendan’s Primary 
School begins the September holidays at 2.15pm 
on Friday, 20 September. 

 

DAY IN FOUNDATION 



Dear Families and Friends, 

The State and National NAPLAN data was released this week and after a long wait we were able to compare our 

progress against these measures. While our own school data indicated we would fare well, we were pleasantly     

surprised with what we discovered. 

NAPLAN 2024 Year 3 Reading - St Brendan’s was 37 weeks above the State mean. 

NAPLAN 2024 Year 3 Numeracy - St Brendan’s was 8 weeks above the State mean. 

NAPLAN 2024 Year 3 Reading - St Brendan’s was 17 weeks above the State mean. 

NAPLAN 2024 Year 3 Reading - St Brendan’s was equal with the State mean. 

These were just some of the great results. I should indicate that 37 weeks is actually equal to a year of schooling so 

to be one year ahead of the state is a significant achievement. All areas of assessments indicate growth for our 

school. I hope you are feeling as proud as we are! 

Recently, Doug Doherty, (principal of Nagle College) visited our school. Doug came, not only to speak to our year 

six cohort to prepare them for a potential transition to Nagle College, he was also keen to establish a better working 

relationship with or school. In particular, Doug wanted to find out how Nagle could better transition students from 

year six to seven. Leonie Morrison and I feel that the meeting was productive, and that Nagle are developing a clear 

picture of our students’ needs.  

 

In Term Four, Helen Renehan will take her Long Service Leave. During Term Four, the Year One Red teacher will 

be Alexandra Delaney. Alexandra is an experienced teacher who has spent time in leadership roles in education. 

We welcome Alexandra to our teaching team and wish Helen a safe and restful break. 

We are all very much looking forward the Big Picnic on Friday, 20 September. Please join us for the Golden     

Honour Card assembly at 9.10am followed by a walk to the footbridge rotunda and lunch at12.00pm. 

Please remember the school day concludes at 2.15pm in line with the running of school busses.  

Kind Regards, 

Matthew Hamer 

What is body image? - https://raisingchildren.net.au/pre-teens  
 
Your body image is how and what you think and feel about your body. It includes the picture of your body that 
you have in your mind, which might or might not match your body’s actual shape and size. 
 
A positive or healthy body image is feeling happy and satisfied with your body, as well as being comfortable 
with and accepting the way you look. A negative or unhealthy body image is feeling unhappy with the way you 
look. People who feel like this might want to change their body weight or shape.Your child needs your help to 
sort through and understand messages about their body. 
 
Sometimes you can help just by actively listening to how your child is feeling about the physical changes of   
puberty. This means really paying attention to your child’s concerns and showing that you care and are interested 
in what they’re saying. If your child is feeling confused, you can reassure them that the changes are a natural part 
of growing up. 
 
It’s also good to talk with your child about images on social and other media. Some images set unrealistic    
ideals for pre-teens and teenagers. But you can help by explaining how the images are often digitally manipulated 
so that people look more ‘beautiful’ than they really are. 
 
If your child isn’t talking or opening up to you, they might like to talk with another trusted adult. They could  
also: 
• contact an anonymous service like Kids Helpline – phone 1800 551 800 
• use Kids Helpline web counselling or Kids Helpline email counselling services. 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/pre-teens
https://raisingchildren.net.au/pre-teens/communicating-relationships/communicating/active-listening
https://raisingchildren.net.au/pre-teens/development/puberty-sexual-development/physical-changes-in-puberty
http://kidshelpline.com.au/teens/get-help/webchat-counselling/


 

  Dates for the Calendar 

Term 3 SEPTEMBER 2024  

Week 9 Friday 13th 9.45am Nursing Home visits Calvary Year 1B / Opal Year 1R 
11.30am Foundation Pet Safety Incursion 

3.15pm—4.30pm Working Bee 

Week 10 Friday 20th The Big Picnic 
9.10am GHC Assembly: Year 4/5 Red 

2.15pm Term 3 Ends 

Term 4 OCTOBER 2024  

Week 1 Monday 7th 9.00am - Term 4 commences 

 Friday 11th District Summer Sports @ Lakes Entrance 

Week 2 Monday 14th 3.30pm  Reconciliation parent meeting 

 Tuesday 15th Region Athletics @ Newborough 

 Friday 18th Walk to School 
Year 1 Class Mass 
11.00am—2.00pm Division Summer Sports @ Bairnsdale 

Week 3 Tuesday 22nd Year 3 and 3/4 Class Prayer 

 Thursday 24th 3.30pm -5.30pm - Year 2 Camp Experience 

 Friday 25th Day for Daniel & World Teachers Day 
9.45am Nursing Home visits Calvary Year 2R/ Opal Year 2B 
2.30pm Assembly - School Captains 

 Sunday 27th 9.00am Reconciliation Commitment Mass 

 Monday 28th 3.30pm Reconciliation parent/child workshop 

 NOVEMBER 2024  

 Friday 1st Whole School Mass - All Saints Day 

 Monday 4th Student Free Day 

 Tuesday 5th MELBOURNE CUP 

Fri 13th Sept   Requiem Mass for the repose of the soul of 
   Pauline Somerville    St Brendan’s   11.00am 
Sat 14th Sept   St Brendan’s    Lakes Entrance  9.30am 
   St Joseph’s    Swan Reach   5.00pm 
Sun 15th Sept  St Brendan’s    Lakes Entrance  9.00pm 
   St Colman’s    Orbost   11.00am 
Tues 17th Sept  St Brendan’s    Lakes Entrance  9.30am 
Wed 18th Sept  St Colman’s    Orbost   9.30am 
Fri 20th Sept   St Brendan’s    Lakes Entrance 9.10am 
Sat 21st Sept   St Dymphna’s   Buchan   9.00am 
Sun 22nd Sept  St Brendan’s    Lakes Entrance  9.00am 
   St Colman’s    Orbost   11.00am 
   St Joseph’s    Swan Reach   5.00pm 
   Mass celebrated in Vietnamese 



 

Division Athletics 

By Lali and Berlins 

 

On Monday the 9th of September, Division Athletics was held at Bairnsdale at the 
same place as District Athletics. There were lots of events such us; hurdles, 100m, 
200m, 800m, shot put, discus, high jump, long jump and triple jump. There were 
21 out of 26 students at St Brendan’s that made it through to Regionals, which is   
really impressive.  
Regional’s is on the 15th of October 2024 and it is going to be held at the Joe      
Carmody Athletics Track in Newborough.  
We were all really excited and cheered for each other, showing great teamwork.  

Thank you to Mr Bates, Mrs H and Dan for being with us the whole day and for 
helping out at the athletics and being there to cheer us on and support us. 

 

We can't wait for Regionals to compete, have fun, cheer the rest on and represent St 
Brendan’s with pride. 

 



 



The Premiers' Reading Challenge 

for 2024 has ended. 

Thank you to the students that 

participated in the challenge. 

Congratulations to the following 

students for completing the    

Challenge for 2024. 

Archer Rickman   6 Red 
Harrison Rebeiro   3 Blue 
Lucas Rickman   3 Blue 
Blake Howden   3 Blue 
Ava Corrie   3/4 Red 
Leo Drew   6 Blue 
Jaimie Corrie   2 Red 
Max Howden   2 Blue 
Alexandra Drew   2 Blue 



 

On Thursday the 5th of September, Berlins, Lacey and Winter represented St Brendan’s       

Catholic Primary School at the Lion’s Club public speaking competition, at the Mechanics Hall. 

Lacey confidently spoke in front of a large crowd, sharing her story about the most influential 

person in her life, Penny Hammond.  Lacey explained that Penny is ‘a super star’ volunteer, 

who takes time out of her busy life to help others with basketball.   

Berlins shared a heart-filled story about her influential sister.  Berlins made the audience smile, 

as she expressed her love for her sister.   

Winter discussed her favourite book character, Danny’s father William, from a Roald Dahl story 

- Danny the champion of the world.  This character resonated with her because it was about 

how a father’s love could make him feel like the luckiest person in the world.  A champion, 

even though they didn’t have much money or many possessions.  Winter spoke amazingly and 

successfully won the competition for students in years 3/4. 

Winter will now compete against schools from broader Gippsland on the 13th of October in 

Trafalgar. 

Best Wishes and good luck Winter!  

By Berlins, Lacey and Winter 



 

Maths 

Chance 
 
 

 

This term in grade 4 we have been learning about    
emotions  and how to express them.  In health we have 
been watching little clips of ‘Inside Out Two’ to help us 
learn not to pretend that we're happy when we're really 
not. We also learned how all of our emotions are           
important in different ways.  

Science 

Elan & Charlie 

In science this term, grade 4/5 have been making lava lamps. To do this we fill a 
quarter of the container you are using with water. Then we fill the rest of the      
container with vegetable oil. After you have let the oil settle above the water and all 
the bubbles have disappeared, put a few drops of food coloring into the container. 
Once the food dye has reached the water, drop in some alka seltzer and wait for 
the magic to begin. We also made lemons fizz. First you get half a lemon and poke 
the insides without penetrating the skin, causing it to become very juicy. After    
adding a teaspoon of baking soda, squeeze three drops of food colouring into the 
lemon and watch it fizz up.  We all had lots of fun creating these experiments this 
term and can’t wait to have even more fun next term! 

In Term 3 we have been learning about probability. We have learnt that you can 

read chance in percentages, decimals and fractions, you can read it on a chance 

scale. A chance scale starts from impossible then moves on to unlikely and so on 

it goes until certain which means it is certain to happen. You can also do this with 

decimals, percentages and fractions.  



 

Geography 

By Jaxon Cawley and Ivy Doland 

 

This term in geography, we have been learning about different countries 
and how to find out more about  countries. 

In geography, we are creating an amazing race and country fact files, we all 
get different countries and are conducting research about the countries.  

At the end of the amazing race we created a poster and put all the different 
countries we had researched about on the poster.  Then we put all the 
countries in order on  the outside of the poster. 

We have all been given the same questions for the country fact file to      
discover more about the countries we have researched.  That's what we 
have been learning in geography in Term Three. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
By Winter Thomas  

On the 5th of September I read aloud my speech to the Lions Club at the  
Mechanics Hall in Lakes Entrance. 
My topic for the lions club was “Your favourite book character’’.  I chose 
Danny's father from the book Danny the Champion of the World, a Roald Dahl 
book. 
I had read my speech out during the class competition, won and then read my 
speech to the Lions Club at the Mechanics Hall a few weeks later. 

I was up against a girl who made it through to the Division Lions Club last 
year so it was a big competition. All the other  kids' speeches were amazing,       
especially my friends Lacey and Berlins. 

After everyone finished their speeches everyone was rewarded with a 
framed participation award, then they announced the winners which was me 
and a girl called Gracie from another school. We also got a framed winning 
award such as a   framed participation award and a fifty dollar voucher for 
the books and games store. 

 At the end everyone came up to me and said well done as I shoved my face 
with apple slices. The Lions Club had prepared supper and dessert. 

Now I will be going to the Division Lions Club at the Trafalgar  Mechanics Hall 
on the Thirteenth of October. 



A SPECIAL REPORT: R U OK?Day 

Understanding the growing challenges related to mental health among young     
people is an important consideration. Anxiety, depression and self-harm - are all   
causes for concern. Factors like academic pressure, social media, family dynamics, 
and societal expectations, are contributing to these issues. It's therefore crucial for 
parents and caregivers to take action early, remove the stigma around discussing 
mental health, and offer accessible support to address these issues and the wellbeing 
of their children. 

R U OK?Day is an initiative that focuses on preventing suicide by encouraging    
meaningful personal connections and helping informal support networks to help  
recognise the signs of distress. We urge all families to take part, emphasising the    
value of genuine human relationships and reminding everyone to ask the important 
question, "Are you OK?" 

Engaging in R U OK?Day activities goes beyond the classroom; it's a commitment to 
our students' overall development. By talking openly about mental health, schools 
create safe spaces where students feel understood, valued, and supported. As parents 
and caregivers, you can contribute by fostering open conversations, normalising    
feelings and breaking down mental health stigmas. Participating in R U OK?Day    
promotes compassion and shows our dedication to the wellbeing of the entire school 
community, reaffirming that together, we can truly make a difference. 

This Special Report provides guidance on how to talk to your child about mental 
health and engage in meaningful discussions. 

We hope you take time to reflect on the information offered in this Special Report, 
and as always, we welcome your feedback. 

If you do have any concerns about the wellbeing of your child, please contact the 
school for further information or seek medical or professional help. 

Here is the link to your special report: 
https://lakesent.catholic.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-r-u-ok-day 

https://lakesent.catholic.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-r-u-ok-day


 



St Brendan’s Op Shop has   
second hand school uniform  
available.  
St Brendan’s School uniform 
available $3.00 per item      
unless  otherwise marked.  
Open 10am-3pm  Tuesday,     
Wednesday & Thursday. 

 

Just a reminder that all students 

should now be in Full Winter     

Uniform. 

Girls - Winter  tunic or skirts or  

navy ‘Midford’ pants. Navy tights. 

Boys  - Long pants 

Track pants on sports days at the 

start of the day. Shorts can be worn 

underneath. 

Student should bring a jumper to 

school everyday - don’t forget to 

label your uniform! 

Collecting Students from School Grounds – Child 
Safety As you would understand, child safety is the 
number one priority for schools. As circumstances 
evolve, we want to ensure we have the best possible 
practice in place. Please note the following 
requirements for collecting students at the end of the 
day. 

Collecting from the church gate – (New 
arrangements) 

Students in years Foundation, One and Two will 
remain with their class teacher at the end of the day 
just outside their classroom. The church gates will be 
open at 3.15pm, at which time parents are required 
to enter the school grounds to collect their children 
from the class teachers. This action is in place to 
avoid situations where students leave the school 
grounds and run into the church gate car park area 
without an adult being present. 

Collecting from the administration office 

Please enter the gates and collect your child from the 
junior classroom area or your child from years Three 
to Six may meet you just inside the gates. Students 
are not to leave the grounds and cross the car park 
area without an adult walking with them. 

If dropping students off in the morning, you must 
also walk them into school. Please do not use the 
disabled parking bay without permission to do so. 

Collecting from car line 

Typically, St Brendan’s staff are there to organize 
students into cars at the end of the day. If you wish to 
park and collect your child, please use the crosswalk 
and an adult must walk with their child/ren. Drop off 
at the beginning of the day should take place at the 
bus stop area. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 



Uniform Reminders 

 

JEWELLERY is restricted to the following - a wrist watch, no more than 

one small matching pair of studs or sleepers in the ear lobe - gold, silver or       

gemstone, a religious medallion on a chain to be worn under clothing.               

Fashion jewellery, make-up and nail polish are not permitted.   

 

HAIR is to be kept neat and tidy at all times.  Hair longer than collar length, 

must be tied back completely. This is to help restrict the spread of nits and 

lice and for student safety. Headband, hair ties, ribbons, scrunchies and 

clips must be blue, black or brown. 

It is not appropriate for children to come to school with dyed or                 

inappropriate hair styles as deemed by the Principal.   

 

St Brendan’s School Uniform can be ordered 

online! 

Link to website for St Brendan’s Uniform below: 

 https://nicksbairnsdale.com.au/product-category/

schoolwear/st-brendans-uniform/  

93 Main Street Bairnsdale Victoria 3875                  

Phone (03) 5152 1333  

SCHOOL     

UNIFORM 

https://nicksbairnsdale.com.au/product-category/schoolwear/st-brendans-uniform/
https://nicksbairnsdale.com.au/product-category/schoolwear/st-brendans-uniform/


 







 




