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We would like to acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land on which we gather today, the Gunaikurnai people.                                                             
We pay our respects to their elders past, present and emerging. We extend that respect to all people. 

We would especially like to acknowledge the land on which our school stands and ask everyone to show respect to the environment and all that it includes. 

Newsletter No 5 
    March, 1 2024 

 

A reminder that the car park at the front of the school and  
the church are NOT drop off zones.   

If you enter these car parks you MUST walk your children  
into the school.   

DROP OFF ZONE is via the Mary MacKillop Hall  carpark only.  
The Disabled Parking spaces are for people with permits only.      

Thank you. 

‘Supervisor of the Year’ 2023/2024.  

As part of our commitment to the ongoing safety of your students, 
School Crossing’s Victoria, together with your local council, is   
looking for the ‘Supervisor of the Year’ 2023/2024. 
Your support of this program will help ensure your Crossing         
Supervisor is shown the appreciation they deserve.  
Nominations are open now, and close on Friday 31

st
 May 2024 go 

to the School Crossings Victoria                                                  
website www.schoolcrossingsvictoria.com.au and complete an 
online nomination. 

There are seven regions across the state. A winner will be selected in each region, and the   

overall winner, will be selected from the regional winners. 

Vote for our school crossing supervisor:  Bruce McKenzie 

School Swimming Lessons 
 

In the 2 weeks between 26th of February and the 
8th of March, grades 4-6 are having swimming 
lessons. The lessons go for 45 minutes, but since 
we leave 20 minutes before the lessons start and 
we have to change clothes, in  total it takes        
almost 2 sessions.  We have to walk to the pool unless it is raining, then 
we take the bus. We have had an amazing week so far at swimming.   
Swimming continued for years 4-6 next week. 
 

By Sophie and Huzaifa 

http://www.schoolcrossingsvictoria.com.au/


 

Dear Families and Friends, 

We had a wonderful assembly on Friday. It is always a joy to see the new student leaders kick off the year with their own brand 

of entertainment. The year six group for 2024 are warming to the task. They have plenty of ideas and a desire to leave their 

mark, we are so excited for what is in stall. 

We have had a few new faces arrive at school recently. We welcome back the Corrie family after their year in Korea. Ava (Yr 3) 

and Jaimie (Yr 2) looked excited to see all their friends again. Harvey (Yr 3) and Kirous Masoud (Yr 1) have arrived from 

Egypt. We welcome them and hope they settle into life here at Lakes Entrance smoothly. Asher Sevilla joins us in year six.  

Asher has recently moved from the Philippines. Our school is enriched by having these families join us and we look forward to 

helping them adjust to their new lives. 

Last week’s district swimming carnival at Orbost was a terrific success for our team. Not only did the students perform well 

with 21 students progressing through to the division level of competition, but the example of sportsmanship was of the highest 
quality. On return from the event all staff made a beeline for my office to let me know how proud they were of the team, the 

level of support for one another set a great tone for the day and everyone had a lovely experience. Well done St Brendan’s! 

 

Swimming lessons have been a significant feature of this last week and will continue into week six. Once again, our students 

have been well-organised and they are enjoying their lessons. I have been very pleased with their engagement and in the way 

they follow instruction. 

Parents, if you are dropping your child at the front car park, please remember to walk them in, but also, 

please keep clear of the disabled parking areas. They are required for a few of our families, and we ask 

that you use the other parks as there are many. 

Kind regards, 

Matthew Hamer 

Every Day Counts - https://www.education.vic.gov.au 

Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s           

education.  Students learn new things at school every day – missing school puts them 

behind.   

We all want our students to get a great education, and the building blocks for a 

great education begin with students coming to school each and every day. Students 

develop good habits by going to school every day – habits that are necessary to succeed after school, whether in the 

workplace or in further study. Missing school can have a big impact on students academically and socially. It can 

affect their test results and, just as importantly, it can affect their relationships with other students, and lead to  

social isolation. There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts them behind 

and can affect their educational outcomes. Each missed day is associated with falling behind in subject topics and 

assessment tasks. 

BEING AWAY FROM SCHOOL FOR 1 DAY A FORTNIGHT EQUALS MISSING 1.5 YEARS OVER 13 

YEARS OF SCHOOL 

TOP ATTENDANCE TIPS FOR PARENTS  

• Schools want to work in partnership with parents – act early if you have any concerns by contacting your 

child’s school and asking for advice and support  

• Remember that every day counts  

• There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts them behind, and can 

affect their educational outcomes and their social connectedness  

• Talk positively about school and the importance of attending every day  

• Open and prompt communication with your child’s school about all absences is a good idea   

• Avoid making routine medical and dental appointments during the school day or planning family holidays 

during the term 



 

  Dates for the Calendar 

Term 1 MARCH 2024  

Week 6 Mon 4th  Year 4, 5 & 6 Swimming Lessons 

 Tuesday 5th Year 4, 5 & 6 Swimming Lessons 
9.10am Year 2 Class Prayer 

 Wednesday 6th Year 4, 5 & 6 Swimming Lessons 
11am - 1pmDivision Swimming @ Bairnsdale 

 Thursday 7th Year 4, 5 & 6 Swimming Lessons 

 Friday 8th Year 4, 5 & 6 Swimming Lessons 
2.30pm Assembly - Year 6 Red 

Week 7 Monday 11th No school - Labour Day Holiday 

 Thursday 14th Regional Swimming - @ Sale 

 Friday  15th 9.10am Whole School Mission Mass 

Week 8 Tuesday 19th 9.10amYear 4/5 & 5 Class Mass 
5.00pm - 5.30pm Year 3/4 Karoonda Park Parent Information Session 

 Thursday 21st 7.30pm - Inform & Empower - Webinar for Parents & Carers 

 Friday 22nd St Brendan’s CPS - Cross Country 

Week 9 Wednesday 27th 10.00am-2.00pm Division Tennis at Bairnsdale Tennis Club 

 Thursday 28th GHC Assembly - Year 6 Blue 
2.15pm - Term 1 Ends 

 Friday 29th GOOD FRIDAY 

Term 2 APRIL 2024  

Week 1 Monday 15th Term 2 commences 

 Tuesday 16th 5.00pm Year 5 Camp Meeting 

Week 2 Monday 22nd-24th Year 3/4 Karoonda Park Camp 

 Thursday 25th ANZAC Day 

 Friday 26th No School 

 

LIBRARY BAGS   
It is a school requirement that all students have  a library bag to 
take home their readers/books. 
We have library bags for sale in the office for $8.00 each. If you 
can’t get to the school office, you may contact the office to have the cost  
added to your school fees and the bag supplied to your child. 

Saturday 2/3 St Brendan’s  Lakes Entrance   9:30 am 
   St Joseph’s  Swan Reach   5.00pm 
Sunday 3/3  St Brendan’s  Lakes Entrance   9:00am 
   St Colman’s   Orbost                       11:00am 
Tues  5/3          St Brendan’s       Lakes Entrance            9:30am 
Wed 6/3         St Colman’s        Orbost                         9:30am 
Thurs 7/3         Opal Nursing Home  Lakes Entrance              11:00am       
Friday 8/3         St Brendan’s      Lakes Entrance            9:30am 
Saturday 9/3        St Brendan’s       Lakes Entrance              9:30am 
Sunday 10/3          St Brendan’s       Lakes Entrance         9:00am                            
   St Colman’s        Orbost                              11:00am 
   St Peter’s           Mallacoota                    3:00pm                 



 

This year we have the same Physical           

Education classes, just with a new face. Mrs 

H is taking PE whilst Mr Bates is away. So far 

this term, the students have been learning 

skills in soccer such as; dribbling, trapping 

and kicking. The students play a lot of soccer 

on the yard, so it is important to ensure we 

learn the appropriate skills to keep            

improving on what we already know.  

The students are then moving on to            

Basketball this term, where they also will 

learn important skills, such as; dribbling, 

shooting, lay ups and much more. Basketball 

is a strong sport in the Lakes Entrance      

community, so many students have the     

opportunity to enhance their skill                

development and game awareness. 

Towards the end of term (Week Eight), we 

have Cross Country. As this approaches, the 

students will be practising running the 

course and learning how to pace themselves 

for the big event. Students are encouraged 

to be as active as possible outside of school 

to keep their fitness levels up for running 

and general well being. Health Direct.com 

states that, ‘fewer than 1 out of 4 children 

aged 5 to 14 years get the recommended 60 

minutes of physical activity every day’. It 

doesn't matter what sort of activity it is, any 

movement is good movement.  

Term One is a busy schedule in PE. There are 

so many sports to fit in, but only one lesson 

a week. With all the sports that the students 

will learn, they also will have to fit in        

Athletics practice. There are many events to 

learn; discus, high jump, long jump, triple 

jump, running races, relays and lots more. 

With every sport event, we not only         

encourage fitness but hydration too,         

particularly on the warmer days. Thank you 

to all the enthusiastic students for their 

efforts so far. Lets keep up the excitement 

and effort. Go Team PE.  



REMINDER: NO SMART WATCHES AND DEVICES AT SCHOOL                                                  

Smart watches that allow communication via SMS, email or phone call  cannot be worn at school with the 

same rules applying as with a mobile phone.                                                                                                                                           

At St Brendan’s students may only bring mobile phones/devices/ SMART  Watches to school if there is a need for them to contact 

their parents either  before arriving at school or in the afternoon after leaving school. Upon arrival at school the phone/ device/ 

SMART Watch is to be checked in at the school office where it will be turned off and kept  securely for the day. It is the child’s          

responsibility to collect the phone/ device/ SMART Watch at the end of the day.  Parents with an urgent need to be in contact with 

their child during the day should contact the school office and appropriate steps will be taken to pass on the message. 

Uniform Reminders 

 

JEWELLERY is restricted to the following - a wrist watch, no more than 

one small matching pair of studs or sleepers in the ear lobe - gold, silver or       

gemstone, a religious medallion on a chain to be worn under clothing.               

Fashion jewellery, make-up and nail polish are not permitted.   

 

HAIR is to be kept neat and tidy at all times.  Hair longer than collar length, 

must be tied back completely. This is to help restrict the spread of nits and 

lice and for student safety. Headband, hair ties, ribbons, scrunchies and 

clips must be blue, black or brown. 

It is not appropriate for children to come to school with dyed or                 

inappropriate hair styles as deemed by the Principal.   

 

St Brendan’s School Uniform can be ordered 

online! 

Link to website for St Brendan’s Uniform below: 

 https://nicksbairnsdale.com.au/product-category/

schoolwear/st-brendans-uniform/  

93 Main Street Bairnsdale Victoria 3875                  

Phone (03) 5152 1333  

SCHOOL     

UNIFORM 

https://nicksbairnsdale.com.au/product-category/schoolwear/st-brendans-uniform/
https://nicksbairnsdale.com.au/product-category/schoolwear/st-brendans-uniform/


 

Digital Safety & Wellbeing 
is taught in primary schools 

Students... 
participate in engaging, interactive live 

streamed incursions every term. 

Teachers... 
are provided with optional lesson ideas 

and follow up activities. 

Parents... 
are given an overview of each session 

to help open up important                

conversations. 

 

SAVE THE DATE : Parent Webinar 

Thursday 21st March, 7.30pm 



• Do you have a current health care/pension card? 

• Did you know you can get a discount on school fees?  

• Please contact the school office for more information. 



Lunch orders are available on a Friday and 
are supplied by Mamma Vu’s Kitchen. 

• All orders will need to be in by Thursday 
morning – before 12pm for lunch on     
Friday 

• NO LATE ORDERS will be accepted. 

• Please make sure that all orders are on a 
brown paper lunch order bag with the   
correct money 

• Siblings will require one bag each 

• Name and class needs to be clearly stated 
on the bag 

Please see attached menu and please take note 

of prices. 

 

Example : 

  Name ………………...……… 

  Class …………………..……… 

           1 Tuna & Avo sushi roll     $4.00 

           1 Raspberry drink              $3.00 

  Total                                 $7.00 

     

    Thank you 
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St Brendan’s Op Shop has second hand 
school uniform  available.  
St Brendan’s School uniform  available 
$3.00 per item unless  otherwise marked.  
Open 10am-3pm  
Tuesday,     
Wednesday &    
Thursday. 


