
St Brendan’s Primary School 1581 
 

 40 Golf Links Road, Lakes Entrance 3909 
Ph: 03-51552712   Fax 03-51554565 

 

Website : www.lakesent.catholic.edu.au 
Email : principal@lakesent.catholic.edu.au 

  

 Internet Banking :  BSB 083 879    A/C 695096861    
Account Name :   St Brendan’s School 

We would like to acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land on which we gather today, the Gunaikurnai people.                                                             
We pay our respects to their elders past, present and emerging. We extend that respect to all people. 

We would especially like to acknowledge the land on which our school stands and ask everyone to show respect to the environment and all that it includes. 

Newsletter No 39 
    December, 15th 2023 

Wishing everyone in the St Brendan’s School and community, a very Merry 

Christmas and a happy, healthy and safe New Year. 

 

 



 

Dear Families and Friends, 

RE: End of 2023 School Year 

As the 2023 year comes to a close, we take a moment to reflect on the year that was, in particular the  

moments of success and joy. This year has certainly been one where we have regained a sense of what 

is normal. As we gain a working momentum, there is a sense that we are developing a stamina that      

enables us to achieve our potential. 

Across St Brendan’s Catholic Primary School there has been a real sense of calm. This is due to the 

manner in which our staff teach appropriate behaviour and provide a strong sense of expectation. In turn, 

our students know what respect looks like, sounds like and feels like. The result is that our classrooms 

and playgrounds are safe places for students to learn, have a go and not be inhibited by judgement or 

distraction. For this reality I would like to thank our staff for the effort they put in each day. The focus is 

always on improving the lives of our students. It is a culture I am very proud of. 

Our junior school staff have been running the Little Learners Love Literacy program for a number of years 

now. That, alongside the regular teaching of literacy is providing some very pleasing results. This year’s 

year three students out-performed the state of Victoria by an incredible 20 weeks in reading. We are also 

seeing these gains in our local data. It provides feedback that our strategies are working. We are also 

seeing students record results that are years above the mean, which proves that differentiation is         

apparent in our teaching methods. 

Next Wednesday as the staff finish, we will farewell the wonderful Mr B. Lou 

Battista has had a positive influence on generations of students and staff of 

St Brendan's CPS for thirty-four years. Our community is so much richer for 

having worked alongside him. Lou's gift for teaching, leadership and his 

unique sense of humour will be missed next year. We can never replace 

Lou, but will remember him always. Happy retirement, Mr B! 



 

 

We welcome Samantha Zabaneh to our Foundation class in 2024. Samantha has experience 

working at St Mary’s in Maffra and Bairnsdale. Samantha has already shown herself to be a   

person with strong communication skills and plenty of energy and ideas. We are very excited to 

have her on board. Margaret Mackay will also join our team as our school’s Student Wellbeing 

Officer. Marg is a highly qualified educator with 30 years’ experience as a principal. Marg has 

great rapport with young people and will complement Sarah McGuinness in the Wellbeing role. 

What a valuable addition to our school! 

On Thursday, 14 December we said farewell to our graduating class of 2023. This is a cohort 

who have always been outstanding role models. They have led their peers with patience and 

consideration. Our school is now in a better position as they leave a legacy of respect for others 

to follow. At our end of year function we recognized the following students with our annual 

awards.  

 

 

 

Award Recipients for 2023 

Father Shanley Bursary: Jack Hayllar 

Sr Maureen Philp Award: Sisilia Tuisue 

Sporting School Victoria Winner: Cobie Gilbert 

Wally Art Award: Harriet Moresi 

 

 

 

All students commence school on Thursday, 1 February 2024.  

For the beginning of 2024, foundation students are required to attend a beginning of year        

assessment interview on one of the following days:  Tuesday, 30 January or Wednesday, 31 

January. A letter detailing each student’s interview time has been emailed to parents. 

I wish everyone a relaxing and fulfilling break with family and friends. 

Kind regards, 

 

Matthew Hamer  



 

  Dates for the Calendar 

Term 4 DECEMBER 2023  

Week 11 Friday 15th Term 4 ends 2.15pm—Last day for students 

Week 12 Wednesday 20th Last day for staff 

Term 1 JANUARY 2024  

Week 1 Monday 29th Teacher commence 

 FEBRUARY 2024  

 Thursday 1st 9.00am Student commence—Foundation to Year 6 

Week 2 Monday 5th School photos 

 Wednesday 7th Foundation Pupil Free Day—Assessment  Interviews 

 Friday 9th 9.10am Whole School Welcome Prayer 

Week  3 Wednesday 14th Foundation Pupil Free Day—Assessment  Interviews 

Week  4 Wednesday 21st Foundation Pupil Free Day—Assessment  Interviews 

Sat: 16/12  St Dymphna’s  Buchan   9.00am 
  St Joseph’s   Swan Reach   5.00pm 
Sun: 17/12  St Brendan’s   Lakes Entrance  9.00am 
  St Colman’s   Orbost   11.00am 
Tue: 19/12  St Brendan’s   Lakes Entrance  9.30am 
  Funeral Mass Richard Rijs    1.00pm 
Wed: 20/12  St Colman’s   Orbost   9.30am 
  St Brendan’s school staff Mass   9.10am 
Fri: 22/12  St Brendan’s   Lakes Entrance  9.30am 
Sat: 23/12  St Brendan’s   Lakes Entrance  9.30am 
Sun: 24/12  St Brendan’s   Lakes Entrance  9.00am 
  St Colman’s   Orbost   11.00am 

 

School Photos 
School Photos will be held on Monday, 5th February 2024.      

Orders can be placed after January 1st 2024. 

Please use the code below: 

X3099EL52S 



GOLDEN HONOUR AWARDS 
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Foundation Red Myla Fall For your dedication and respectful participation in learning across all learning areas. You are 
always willing to have a go at all tasks. Well done, Myla! 

  Eliza Turvey For always showing a high level of respect and care for those around you and your excellent, 
attitude to learning across all areas.  

Foundation Blue Elki Thomas For being a positive and involved learner who demonstrates the 3Rs. You make good choices in 
your school life, always try your best and display a wonderful attitude towards your learning. 

  Abel Elrington For an all round fantastic term. You approach your learning with a positive attitude and           
complete all tasks to the best of your ability, showing continuous dedication to your learning. 

1/2 Red Ella Wright For concentrating and working steadily and quietly to always give 100% in all she does. 

 Ivy Toia For displaying all the attributes of a great learner; a positive mindset, determination and a     
willingness to have a go. 

1/2 Blue Ryder Bain For your motivation to progress in your reading and writing. It’s with your enthusiasm to practise 
regularly that has allowed you to achieve your goal. 

 Ella O’Rourke For being a bright and shining spark in our class. Your enthusiasm to learn new skills and share 
your knowledge is outstanding. 

1/2 Green Jesse Downing For your consistent positive attitude towards your learning and your willingness to challenge 
yourself. 

  Matilda Waite For your dedication in all tasks you undertake and your growing confidence when participating in 
class activities. 

3/4 Red Thea Bayard For her amazing growth in using addition and subtraction strategies. 

  Lincoln Evans For his outstanding growth in Mathematics. 

3/4 Blue Anton Whelan For working hard in reading and writing, taking on feedback and having a growth mindset.  

  Zander Nowell For giving his best effort in all topic areas, showing the 3Rs and having a growth mindset. 

3/4 Green Sadie Williams For your thoughtful and deep contributions to class discussions and attentiveness to all learning 
tasks. 

  Willow Watson For being a role model in relation to the enthusiasm you show towards your learning and your 
helpful nature within the classroom. 

5 Red Huzaifa Kashif For an amazing semester of growth in all subject areas, particularly in Mathematics. Your positive 
attitude is appreciated by your teachers and peers. 

  Indie Lina For working consistently well throughout the semester in all subjects. Your attitude has always 
been positive and efforts very pleasing. 

5 Blue Cooper Kennedy For being a role model in the classroom, always applying yourself to your learning and achieving 
excellent results. 

  Indi-Rose Upton For showing amazing persistence with learning tasks. You have set goals this year and worked 
hard to achieve them. Well done! 

6 Red Mia Hamer For outstanding leadership and contributions to the school community. Mia has demonstrated 
resilience and determination in her learning and growth in her Personal and Social Capability. 
Congratulations Mia. 

  Nicholas Morrison For demonstrating excellence across all learning areas and exemplary achievement  Personal and 
Social Capability. Well done Nick on an outstanding year. 

6 Blue Joanie O’Brien For her outstanding academic social and personal development throughout grade 6. The way you 
have shown up ready and willing to learn everyday is a great achievement. 

 Oscar Mann For outstanding leadership and role-modelling of respect for self, respect for others and         
responsibility for actions. For always dedicating your best efforts to achieving in all subject areas. 

Art Oscar Kenny For always using his creative talents to enhance his work. You always add details to your work. 
Well done, Oscar! 

  Rocco Mazzitelli For always using his creative talents to enhance his work and always adding extra details to make 
your pieces more interesting. 

Sport Brock Voigt For displaying a high level of engagement, skill and sportsmanship in all sport activities. 

  Noah Wait For your growing confidence when playing team sports and displaying outstanding                 
sportsmanship. 

STEM Millie Stewart For always taking pride in her STEM activities and completing work tasks to a high standard. 

  Lacey Lee For always following the 3Rs, being friendly and putting effort into your STEM tasks. 

Mandarin Keelie Silver For your developed confidence and willingness to take risks when speaking Mandarin. Keep it up 
Keelie, well done! 

  Lenora Moresi For your positive attitude and enthusiasm towards your Mandarin speaking and learning. Your 
ability to retain learnt words and phrases is impressive. Excellent! 

Deputy Principal 
Award 

Cleo Toia For starting your time at St Brendan’s so positively and rising to the high standards we have at St 
Brendan’s. You welcome everyone you meet, always with a smile on your face. 

School Captains Shaaurya Sahay For always using impeccable manners, having a smile on your face and your dedication to being a 
great role model. 

 Destiny Hayes For embracing your culture and growing in confidence on your leadership journey. 

Congratulations to the following students for receiving the Golden Honour Awards for Term 4, 2023  
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Together we achieve 

St Brendan’s Catholic Primary School 

2024 SCHOOL YEAR COMMENCEMENT 
 

Teachers begin on the Monday, 29th January, 2024 
 

School will commence on Thursday, 1st of February, 2024 for Foundation to Year Six 

students at 9.00am.   

 

STARTING ARRANGEMENTS FOR FOUNDATION STUDENTS 

There will be no school for Foundation students on the following Wednesdays during        

February – 7th February, 14th February and 21st February 

Foundation students are required to attend a beginning of year assessment interview on one 

of the following days:                                                                                 

  Tuesday 30th January or Wednesday 31st January  

Foundation children attend school on a full-time basis from Monday, 26th of February.  

2024 TERM DATES  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SCHOOL HOURS 
 

Term 1 Monday, 29th January 

Monday, 29th January 

Thursday, 1st February 

Thursday, 28th March 

Staff commence  

Foundation to Year 6 students    

commence 

Term 2
  

Monday, 15th April Friday, 28th June 

Term 3 Monday, 15th July Friday, 20th September 

Term 4 Monday, 7th October Tuesday 17th December 

8.57 am Line up music  

9.00 am  Classes commence 

10.35 am  Morning recess 

11.10 am Classes resume 

12.50 pm Lunch recess 

1.35 pm Classes resume 

3.15 pm Dismissal 

 



Together we achieve 

St Brendan’s Catholic Primary School 

 
2024 SCHOOL FEE STRUCTURE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Payments for fees may be made either by cash, cheque , direct debit or EFTPOS. Please        

enquire at the  office if you wish to set up a direct debit. If you are experiencing difficulty paying 

fees feel free to contact the Principal to discuss alternative arrangements. We have EFTPOS 

available. 

 

Should you wish to deposit any payment through Internet Banking our Account Number is  

as follows:         

Name -   St Brendan’s School.                

BSB - 083879   

Account number - 695096861        

                 

Please make sure you give your child’s name as a reference for the payment. 

Fee Concessions – Health Concession Card holders are eligible to apply for fee concessions. 

Please notify the office if you are a current card holder. A letter will then be sent home notifying 

eligible families of the procedure. 

  

Last payment date for Tuition Levy, including Stationery is Wednesday, 7th February, 

2024. 

Last payment date for Excursion & Capital Levy is Friday, 23rd February, 2024. 

Fee Statements will be sent to families at end of March, June, August and October 

Last payment for School Fees:  Friday, 29th November, 2024. 

 

 1 CHILD 2 CHILD 3 CHILD 4CHILD  

 FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY FAMILY 

SCHOOL FEES $ 950.00 $ 1040.00 $ 1127.00  $ 1214.00 

TUITION LEVY 

INC.STATIONERY 

$ 196.00 $ 392.00 $ 588.00 $ 784.00 

EXCURSIONS $ 55.00 $ 110.00 $ 165.00  $ 220.00 

CAPITAL LEVY $ 30.00 $ 30.00 $ 30.00 $ 30.00 

TOTAL $1231.00 $1572.00 $1910.00 $2248.00 

 



Donations of 

BRIGHT 

TILES           

required for 

school      

mosaic—

Purple,        

yellow,        

orange, 

green, blue, 

bright 

patterns,  

cups and   

saucers 

 

St Brendan’s Primary School - Lakes Entrance 

stbrendanscps_lakesentrance 

All users interacting with the St Brendan’s Primary School        
Facebook or Instagram page, by either liking or commenting on 
posts, must do so using an account that clearly identifies them 
by their real name. 

Users may not use students, teachers or any member of our 
community’s names when commenting on posts. Share or Tag, 
but don’t name. 

 

• Wednesday 20th December 

St Brendan’s Reconciliation 6pm 

• Sunday 24th December - Christmas Eve 

St Brendan’s Moring Mass 9am 

St Brendan’s Christmas Eve Mass 6pm 

 

• Monday 25th December – Christmas Day 

St Brendan’s Mass 9am 

Swan Reach Mass 11am 

St Brendan’s Mass in Vietnamese 3pm 

DECEMBER RECONCILIATION AND CHRISTMAS MASS CALENDAR 



 



End Semester 2, 
2022 reports.      
Parents can         

access the reports 
via PAM.  In PAM,     
select your child, 
from the Profile 

Menu select             
   Assessment           
Reports, Select    

report to download. 





St Brendan’s Op Shop has second hand 
school uniform  available.  
St Brendan’s School uniform  available 
$3.00 per item unless  otherwise marked.  
Open 10am-3pm  
Tuesday,     
Wednesday &    
Thursday. 


