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THE OFFICIAL SCHOOL HAT IS COMPULSORY and is to be worn by
every child during all outdoor activities in Terms One and Four.
Please name your child’s hat.

No Hat - No Play

Please call the school if our have forgotten
your appointment time.

Wednesday, 9th December
Dear Parents and Guardians,
This year, St Brendan’s will continue to support the East Gippsland Community Christmas Appeal. This Appeal provides
food hampers and children’s gifts to East Gippsland families at Christmas. It is about locals looking out for locals, and
acknowledging that Christmas can sometimes be a time of financial strain and not all families experience the joy of sharing
a Christmas meal with family and friends.
Community Service Agencies refer families to the Christmas Appeal and hampers and gifts are given without judgment. It
is an opportunity for the community to work together to share their best wishes at Christmas time.
Over the ten days we will be collecting goods for this appeal. Each class has been allocated a family to think about and
collect a hamper for. All items need to be in by Wednesday, 9th December, when they will be packaged ready for delivery
to the Bairnsdale coordination depot. If you would prefer to give a small cash donation, it would be gratefully accepted and
would help in the purchase of any missing items.
The Social Justice Committee will be coordinating the collection of goods for the hampers.
Each hamper needs at least one (more for larger families) of the following;

christmas cake

large tin of ham

tin of peas

tin of carrots

tin of potatoes

Christmas pudding

custard

Christmas shortbread

long-life milk

potato chips

Christmas chocolates, e.g. chocolate stocking or box of chocolates

3 x extra grocery items, e.g. pasta, rice or soup
If you choose to send in a gift to be distributed, please leave it unwrapped.
St Brendan’s has been a strong supporter of this appeal for several years now and this year we will once again try to put our
faith into action. Please talk to your children about why we are doing this and perhaps involve them in choosing which item
to donate. Thank you in anticipation.
Debby Milburn and the Social Justice Committee

Dear Families and Friends,
We have had a number of jammed packed weeks at school, achieving so much and with just a bit more to
come. Year four (Licola Wilderness Village) and year five and six (Karoonda Park Camp) have attended
school camp with all three camps being a huge success. The students have challenged themselves,
developed independence and have had a wonderful time. I would very much like to thank our staff for
preparing and facilitating these events while caring for the safety and well-being of our students. The year
threes are off to Coolamatong Camp (Eagle Point) next Monday.
Foundation have been busy also, welcoming our 2021 students at Orientation. All students settled in
extremely well with the highlight being the time they spent with their buddies. Our year fives are very
much looking forward to their responsibilities next year as buddy mentors.
We have been very pleased to offer swimming for levels foundation to year three. With summer upon us it
is essential for these young students to be prepared with the life-saving skill of swimming and water
knowledge. We would like to thank the Lakes Aquadome for accommodating our request. The lessons
were extremely successful, especially given we had the pool to ourselves.
Healthy Tips – Screen time and Healthy use of Screens (https://raisingchildren.net.au/)
Top of FormScreen time can be part of a healthy lifestyle for children when it’s balanced with other activities that are
good for your child’s development, like physical play, reading and socialising. Getting the right balance also includes making
sure screen time doesn’t interfere with sleep.
1.

Make rules about screen use

You can help your child find the balance between screen use and other activities
by working with your child on some family rules or a family media plan. Your
family’s rules might cover:





where your child can use screens – for example, only in family rooms or
not in the car
when your child can use screens – for example, mealtimes are free of TV,
computers and phones, or no screen time before school or until chores are
finished
how your child can use screens – for example, for making animations or checking a netball shooting technique, but not
for playing Candy Crush
how you handle screen time for children of different ages – for example, there might be some games that your older
child can play only when her younger sibling is out or has gone to bed.

It’s OK if your rules include time limits to help your child balance screen time with other things like physical activity. For
example, it might help to know that Australian physical activity guidelines say school-age children should have at least one hour of activity
every day.
2. Aim for short screen time sessions
Getting up and moving around is important for your child’s energy
levels, development, sleep, and overall health and wellbeing. If your
child is having screen time, it’s a good idea to encourage him to take a
break every 30 minutes and use screens in short bursts.
You can do this by encouraging your child to:

use a timer to set breaks

do something active when the timer ends, like play outside

make use of natural breaks in screen time – for example,
encourage your child to do a victory dance when she finishes a level in a game.

3. Get your child moving, especially outside
It’s a good idea to encourage your child to play outside several times a day. Outdoor
play doesn’t have to be a big deal. For example, at this age, children enjoy:




building and creating with equipment, furniture or other things they find
outside
playing tiggy, chasey or tag
climbing trees.

Active play and physical activity for school-age children can happen indoors as well
as outdoors. It can be simple things like dancing, doing star jumps, or throwing and
catching balls.
4. Imagine and create
Creative play like telling stories, playing word games, dressing up or drawing is good for your child’s creative
development. It helps him learn how to experiment, think, learn and solve problems.
You can get ideas for creative play in these articles:



Imagining, creating and play: school-age children
School-age creative learning and development: ideas and activities.

Reading and storytelling with your child promotes brain development and
imagination, teaches your child about language and emotions, and strengthens your
relationship.
5. Encourage play and friendship with others
When children play face to face with others rather than by themselves on a screen,
they develop important life skills. These include getting along with other
people, being independent and learning how to sort out conflicts and problems. You
can support your school-age child’s friendships by arranging playdates and
sleepovers.
6. Avoid screen time before bed
School-age children need 10-11 hours sleep a night. Using scr eens befor e bed can affect
how quickly your child falls asleep. If your child avoids mobile phones, tablets, computer
screens or TV in the hour before bed, she’s likely to get to sleep more quickly.
7. Keep screens out of bedrooms at night
If you keep mobile phones and other devices out of your child’s bedroom at night, he won’t
be able to stay up late playing games or messaging friends. This can also stop your child
being disturbed in the night by messages or notifications.

Thank you for everyone who has turned out for their child’s Collaborative Conferences. It has been
wonderful to have families back at school and for teachers to be able to pass on the progress made this
year. From here our teachers will take part in a rigorous handover process to prepare for next year.
We have a couple of big events to look forward to in the last remaining weeks. On Friday, 11 December
our school will celebrate with an End of Year Mass and a Golden Honour Card Assembly. Un fortunately,
parents are not allowed to attend. Following those events our Events Leaders will conduct a fun day with
games and ice cream. We hope for good weather as the kids will have a blast. Then on Tuesday, 15
December we will host our Year 6 Graduation Mass and Ceremony. Fortunately, on this occasion parents
will be able to attend. So much to look forward to!
Kind regards,
Matthew Hamer

Dates for the Calendar

TERM 4
DECEMBER

Friday 4th

Swimming - Foundation & Year 1
Year 2 Camp

Monday 7th

Year 3 Camp -Coolamatong

Tuesday 8th

Year 3 Camp -Coolamatong

Wednesday 9th

Collaborative Conferences

Friday 11th

9.10am End Year Mass of Thanks
The Big Picnic
Presentation of Golden Honour Cards

Tuesday 15th

9.00am Graduation Mass
10.30am Graduation Ceremony

Wednesday 16th

3.15pm Students finish

Thursday 17th

8.00am Staff Meeting/Handover
2.30pm Staff Mass

Friday 18th

Term 4 ends

St. Brendan’s Catholic Church is seeking to employ a Parish Secretary.
The primary objective of the role is to provide administrative services to the Parish.
The role requires compassion, discretion, complete confidentiality, a “can do”
attitude and a willingness to work autonomously. It requires a person who
understands the nature of the front line responsibility of representing the Parish. This
position does require an understanding and support of the ethos of the Catholic
Church.
Submission of resume’s and request for a full Job Description, please contact St. Brendan’s Parish Office via
stbrendan@bigpond.com or phone the Parish office Tuesday to Thursday on 03 51555232.
Closing date for applications 10th December.

Happy Birthday to You
Happy Birthday to You
Happy Birthday Dear ...
Billy Larsson
Kya Gray
Kye Piper
Matthew DeBoer
Kaitlin Dorling
Mrs Ryan
Happy Birthday to You.

From everyone in the St
Brendan’s community, we wish
you a very happy birthday.

Week 9

Week 10

Week 11
Week 8

Information for Parents of Bus Travelers
Responsibilities of parent/guardians


Parents/guardians are responsible for transporting their children to and from
authorised bus stops and their safety at the bus stop while waiting for the bus.



Supervision is not provided at roadside stops. Parents/guardians are responsible for their children upon disembarking
the afternoon service.



Parents waiting for bus passengers at a roadside bus stop should wait on the same side of the road as the bus to
prevent accidents



School bus travel is a privilege and not a right and consequences will follow a breach of the conditions.



It is understood that bus travel is provided and accepted on these conditions.

COVID-19.…. REGIONAL VICTORIA: NEXT STEP
INDOOR MASSES - LIMITED NUMBERS PER CHURCH
BOOKINGS NOT REQUIRED AT THIS STAGE, COVID PROTOCOLS STILL IN PLACE

Tue:
Thur:
Frid:
Sat:
Sun:

8/12
10/12
11/12
12/12
13/12

St. Brendan’s
St. Colman’s
No Mass
St. Brendan’s
St. Brendan’s
St. Colman’s
St. Peter’s

Lakes Entrance
Orbost

9.30am
9.30am

Lakes Entrance
Lakes Entrance
Orbost
Mallacoota

5.00pm
9.00am
11.00am
3.00pm

ST. BRENDAN’S CHURCH LAKES ENTRANCE will be open daily for PRIVATE PRAYER from 9am - 4pm with the recommended
guidelines.

During Term Four, St Brendan’s CPS will continue to implement the current drop off and pick up arrangements to limit the
number of students and families congregating on or near school grounds at the beginning and conclusion of the school
day.
School Drop Off Arrangements:



Students with surname beginning with letters A - L begin school at 8.45am (Arrival time 8.30am – 8.45am) and
students with surname beginning with letters M – Z begin school at 9.00am (Arrival time 8.45am – 9.00am).
All students must be dropped at the school carline drop off, unless they are walking to school or catching a bus.
Please note a staff member will be on duty at carline.

School Pick Up Arrangements:




Students with surname beginning with letters A –L finish school at 3.00pm. Families can pick their children up from
carline between 3.00pm - 3.15pm.
Families with surname beginning with letters M–Z can pick their children up from carline from 3.15pm.
Students who walk from school or catch buses will operate under the normal circumstances when school finishes at
3.15pm.

It’s is that time of year and all library books need to be returned to
the school library.
Parents, could you please assist by ensuring that your children return any library books
you may have at home. Many books have been misplaced this year during the lockdown
periods.

FIRST WEEK OF ADVENT
As we head towards the end of a particularly challenging
year, now more than ever, we need a bit of hope; hope for
better times ahead, hope for a more just and peaceful world,
hope for our planet.
We also need light; light at the end of the tunnel and the light
of Christ that doesn’t just shows us how to live as better
humans, but that inspires us to do so.

How can we bring HOPE to someone this week?
CONFIRMATION: Please continue thinking of and praying for our Confirmation
candidates, especially as they prepare for their big step on Friday evening.
Isabelle Bandura, Emma Daly, Charlie Forrester, Max Forrester, Taj Gray, Olivia Greer,
Bianca Henderson, Cooper Parfrey, Matilda Richardson, Madeline Thomson, Blake
Thomson, Zoe Zagami

Prayer for All Saints Day
Bless the many departed souls
who lived their lives with grace.
Bless the saints in heaven,
gathered in that special place.
May we tell their stories
and remember all the ways
they lived their lives faithfully
Let us sing their praise!

First impressions!
The suspense was killing us as we rolled up to the camp. We were buzzing in our seats as we
waited to get off the bus. The road was rough and when we arrived we got off of the bus to claim
our luggage. The instructor (Xavier) waited there. We headed to our cabin and inside we saw
three bunk beds.
There were many activities over the course of our time at camp that everyone enjoyed. These
activities included Rock Climbing, Horse Riding, Disc Golf, Low Ropes, Initiatives, Abseiling,
Flying Fox, Night walk and a Bull talk. It was a great experience for us. A farm seems to be a
great place to have fun. It reminded some of us of Coolamatong camp. Some fears were
conquered during camp, like during horse riding and the flying fox. Abseiling was great at building
up our confidence. Overall, we loved camp. It was great that we got there in the first place, let
alone get to have fun!
By Tommy G & Henry G

